
 

 

Music E.L.A. 

 

Year 8 Summer Term 

 

 

Main objectives for this E.L.A.: 

1) To be able to practise in a structured and effective way 
2) To improve your singing 
3) To develop your understanding of music which you like 
4) To develop your research and analytical skills further 

 

Planning your time:  
Complete the table to plan how you will use your time:  
 

Section Day(s) & time allowed each day 

1 
 
 

2 
 
 

 
Hints and Tips: 
 

 This ELA does need work over several days: it cannot be done 
properly at the last minute! Remember that an ELA is designed to be 
a whole week’s homework… 

 Check spelling, punctuation and grammar in all written answers 

 Make sure you write neatly (in the self-assessment boxes too) 

 Be careful when doing Internet research that your facts are correct 

 If there are parts you don’t understand, try the following:  

 Read the instructions out loud, carefully, and think again 

 Ask a friend who understands 

 Ask your Music teacher BEFORE the due date 
 
 



 

SECTION 1: PRACTICE FOR PERFORMANCE 
The focus of this is practice and improvement, however well you think you can sing! 
Please fill in the WWW/EBI boxes as you practise. 
 
Go to the Chase eStream (make sure you are logged in as yourself, not as a guest) 
and search for “Someone Like You”. There are two versions: the full video and a 
karaoke version.  Listen to the full version and sing along with it (you may need to 
search for the lyrics and have these open too).  
 

WWW? EBI: 

 
 

 

Look at your EBI: how are you going to make this happen? Sing through the song 
again, focusing on making that improvement. 
Did you improve?  YES / NO    
If NO, what can you do differently next time to improve? ………………………………………… 
If YES, is it as good as you can possibly make it? If not, sing it again and repeat the 
WWW / EBI process until it is. 
 

Once you feel you know the melody well, try singing along with the karaoke version. 
If there are any parts where you’re less confident, go back to the full version and 
sing over those parts until you really know them well, then return to the karaoke 
version. Split this over at least three days so that you revisit the song several times. 
 

1st practice session:  

WWW? EBI: 

 
 

 

2nd practice session:  
WWW? EBI: 

 
 

 

3rd practice session: 
WWW? EBI: 

 
 

 

 

Evaluation of practice: 
What did you find easy about this task? …………………………………………………………………… 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
What did you find difficult? ……………………………………………………………………………………… 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
How did you try to overcome your difficulties? ……………………………………………………….. 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….  



 

SECTION 2: RESEARCH 
 

In Year 8 so far, you have learned about different styles of popular music from the 
early 20th century onwards. Now it’s your turn to tell us about what you like! 
 

Choose your favourite musician or band. 
Create a leaflet or Powerpoint about them. 
 

It must contain AT LEAST the following information: 

 Their name and where they are from 

 When they produced their first song / piece of music, and what this was 

 A list of some more of their songs / pieces of music 

 A description of the song / piece of music you like best – tell us about the 
lyrics or theme, the tempo, the dynamics, the instruments/voices used… 

 Why you like this musician / band 
 

You could also include recordings of some songs / pieces with additional 
descriptions; you could make links between this musician/band and earlier or later 
ones, explaining how they influenced or were influenced by others. 
 

Try to use as much musical language in your work as possible. Remember to check 
your spelling, punctuation and grammar. Look at the Showing Understanding 
criteria below to find out how to achieve good marks. 
 

*   *   *   *   *   *   *   * 

SELF-ASSESSMENT: tick the box which best describes your research work. 
 

Showing Understanding Self Teacher 

G1  
 
G2 

Uses some musical keywords (e.g. instrument names, tempo, 
dynamics) correctly. Understands that different types of music have 
been composed for different reasons (e.g. a song for the opening of 
the Olympics compared to a song about a break-up) 

  

G3 
  
G4 

Knows the elements of music and some words associated with them 
(e.g. crescendo, chord sequence). Understands what makes pieces of 
music sound the way they do (e.g. what in the music makes them 
sound happy or sad).  

  

G5  
 
G6 

Knows the most common words for the structure of music (e.g. 
verse, chorus, introduction), dynamics (e.g. forte, mezzo piano), and 
tempo (e.g. allegro, adagio). Understands how various types of 
music fit into context (e.g. how the later Beatles songs were 
different from the early ones, or which other bands/musicians are 
similar to your favourite and how) 

  

G7  
 
G8 

Knows a wide range of musical vocabulary. Understands the 
historical and cultural context of a wide range of music (e.g. can 
trace how popular music developed over the 20th century to today, 
and give reasons for this; can explain how older styles of music have 
influenced more recent styles) 

  



 

ASSESSMENT 

When you have finished all the tasks, complete the following self-assessment: 

 Very 
well 

Quite 
well 

A 
little 

Teacher 
assessment 

I have practised thoroughly and made 
improvements to my singing 

 
 
 

   

I have researched a musician / band I like and 
have described them and at least one of their 
songs using appropriate musical vocabulary 

 
 
 

   

I have used my time sensibly to complete the 
work set to the best of my ability 

 
 
 

   

 
 

Overall assessment: 
 

 Student comment Teacher comment 
WWW:  

 
 
 
 

 

EBI:  
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

Take your learning further… try some of these extension tasks: 
 
 Learn to play the chords for your favourite song on keyboard or guitar (you can 

find chords on lots of websites such as ultimateguitar.com, or YouTube has lots of 
tutorials for various songs) 

 Try singing it whilst playing the chords, or get a friend to sing it with you 

 Find out more about one of the musicians / bands that influenced your favourite – 
listen to some of their music 

 Find a friend who has researched a musician / band you don’t really know, and 
get them to introduce their favourite to you 


